Raiishl

Serving the Cathedral of St. Francis Community
Metuchen, New Jersey

Volume 6 Fall, 2011

Anniversary of 9/11 Marked with Mass at Cathedral

By Eileen Swan and Peter Materna

The tenth anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist
attacks was marked with a special Mass celebrated by
Bishop Bootkoski in the Cathedral.

Although a decade has passed, most Americans
still have a vivid recollection of where they were, what
they were doing, and can express their first reactions to
the horrific events of 9/11/01. There are very few people
who live in the New York metropolitan area who were
not directly or indirectly affected by that day. Our own
parish family lost two members. On a happier note, in
our parish, one young lady safely got out of the tower
with her fellow workers, and two others, who normally
worked in the area of the horrific act of terrorism, may
have been spared that day because of last minute
change of plans. One of them decided to work out of
the NJ office of his company that day and not go into NY,
and yet another stayed home because of the pleas of
his wife who had just given birth to their second
daughter a few days before and wasn't feeling well.

In this special anniversary Mass, Bishop
Bootkoski preached on the topic of forgiveness. He
recalled, as so many of us can do, where he was when
the event happened. He was in the diocesan offices in
Newark, within sight of the New York City skyline. He
recalled that when the extent of the attacks became
clear, a nun among the people at the offices that day
spoke up identifying herself as not just Catholic but also
Iraqi, and asking, pleading, please do not hate all Arabs.

Bishop Bootkoski blesses the
congregation with a cross made of

steel from the World Trade Center.
(Photos courtesy of The Catholic Spirit)

Continued on page 3

Parish Life Fall 2011 Page 1




Thank you!

We wish to express our gratitude and appreciation
to Dr. Carmen Collins, the
Founding Editor of the Parish
Life  Newsletter. Carmen's
vision for the newsletter will be
continued and her enthusiasm
and encouragement will be
missed. We wish Carmen and
Bob a happy retirement.

Jim Gerner, a  master
photographer  and layout
person, will also be missed.
His mixing and matching,
stretching and juggling of articles and pictures
resulted in an award winning quality newsletter
each and every time. Thank you, Jim, for your

dedication and devotion.
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Newsletter Group Needs Additional Assistance

Our Newsletter has a serious need for additional volunteer contributors. With the passage of time, the
staff has shrunk to a rather small size, especially in comparison to the size of this parish.
If you like to read, write, take photos, work with others, or just want to get involved, you would be a

perfect addition to our group.

We have published five previous editions not counting this one, since fall 2009. Check them out. They

are all posted at: www.StFrancisCathedral.org. Thenclickoni Enj oy
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Anniversary of 9/11 Marked with Mass at Cathedral

Continued from page 1

In his sermon, Bishop Bootkoski
askediHow can you not b
can you not be vengeful? How can |
forgive?0 the bishop
people were taken. Three thousand
children either lost a father or a mother or
both.

fBut then you read the Gospel
(Lk23:34) and hear the words of Jesus on
t he cCross, 6Fat her , f
know not what they do.

AiThe hurt wi || al w.
void of the nearly 3,000 who lost their lives
will always be there, but you know,
forgiveness is part of the Gospel message.

ifMaybe through the
we can, in some way, begin to forgive by
praying that God will forgive them for what

they did to us.o St. Francis Cathedral School celebrated its annual

At the end of Mass, Bishop flag raising ceremony On Thursday, September 8th,
Bootkoski blessed the faithful with a cross with a special prayer for peace for those who lost
made from World Trade Center steel, which their lives on 9/11. Pictured from left to right are:
was donated to the diocese by firefighters. Metuchen Fireman Ron Paul, Owen Quinn, Joe

Meier, Max Santangelo, Jeremy and Greg Poandl,
Spencer McLane and Metuchen Police Officer David
Irrizary.

May the anniversary of the terrorist
attacks be for us a time to pray for the
victims, realize the fragility of life, hug one 6 s
family me mber s, and recommit t
message and guidance.

Photg.courtesy of St, Francis Cathedral School
o( (o3 i o I S A S )

We wish to congratulate Msgr Robert J.
Zamorski on his promotion to the rank of
Priest Knight Commander in the
Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulcher of
Jerusalem on October 1, 2011. This
recognition of his work for the Church is
truly an honor that we know he worked
hard to achieve.

Best Wishes to our Rector!
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Documentary film on Social Justice

and Religious Life shown at St. Francis
By Eileen Swan

A new documentary fil m, AThe Calling, 0 was

The screening, in the Community Room, was attended by quite a large gathering of several hundred
people. Debbie Schurko, PCL and the director of Religious Education for SFC, further arranged for
David Ranghelli, the producer, director of the

fil m, AiThe Callingo to personally present and
explain his documentary to the group. The

screening was arranged by the Family

Centered CCD program as one of their regular

monthly events. Attendees included parents in

the CCD class, visitors from other parishes and

programs, and various other attendees.

The movie is a masterpiece, a spiritual
happening, and a tearjerker all rolled into one.

The movie centers on the lives of three
people: a parish priest, a divorced woman
whose marriage was nullified, and a young

man from a wealthy home. Director David Ranghel i

Father Philip is a parish priest who Cal lingo to an au-Génemrd

findshe s bei ng cahdnewplany @&&dpajentg and others at St. Francis
The plan is for Father to leave the comforts in ~ Cathedral.
Florida to go to Peru, to a village of poverty
and sickness. Father removes his parish cleric
duds for a more simple grayish dress like garb
much like that of St. Francis. Of course, his
leather shoes are replaced by open sandals.

Mother Mary-Elizabeth, a formerly
married woman with two daughters and
several grandchildren, has entered the
religious after feeling the call of Our Lord to
more directly serve him. After many hours of
prayer and consultation with her daughters, the
decision is made for her to enter the convent.
Soon after entering, Sister Mary-Elizabeth is
tapped by Father Philip to come and to join him Film Director David Ranghelli, along with Deacon
in Peru to minister to the needs of the families J. P. Saggese, Director of Religious Education

there. Again, after much prayer, Sister accepts Deborah Schurko, and her assistant Kevin Freis.
the invitation and challenge and joins Father.

And then therebds Orlando Castill o, -tedoyamily nigp
hears the calling of Our Lor dy awodu lwda nprse fteor shaey
truly a person who understands needs and wants.

The essence of the movie is a key word: PRIORITIES.  Where do we place God in our daily
lives? How do we let the consumerism world we live in control our lives? How much do we let the
secular world dictate the way we live, the possessions we must have, and what will help or not help us
on our journey toward salvation? How can anyone else know what is good for us and how strong are

we in our beli@dlslitmg?7®l | ow fAThe .
Continued on next page
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