
 

   

Our parish joyfully 

witnessed the Instal-

lation of Monsignor 

Robert J. Zamorski as the Fourth Rector 

of the Cathedral on  

November 9, 2009.  

 

Bishop Paul G. Bootkoski added to the 

joyfulness by saying: ñI didnôt choose 

him because he was  Polish.ò   

After the laughter ceased, the Bishop 

continued: ñI brought him because he is 

a holy priest and a good priest. A sea-

soned priest.ò Those of us who have 

met Msgr.  Bob happily agree with the 

Bishop. ̂  
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By Carmen Collins 

Thank you, all, for letting us 
know how much you enjoyed 
our first Newsletter!  
 
Many of you helped to fill our 
12 pages, so we cannot take 
all the credit.  
 
Again, I think you will be 
pleased with our second 
Newsletter.  

 
Please continue to send us stories, ideas,  and 
pictures ð we havenõt seen your artwork  yet. 
 
Please e-mail your stories and photos, or ques-
tions, to Carmen at:  
carmenco@optonline.net .    
 
(Submissions may be edited, or shortened, for 
space.) ̂  
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All of the Cathedral Clergy participated in the Installation Mass 

Bishop Bootkoski signs the document designating Msgr. Bob as 

the Rector of the Cathedral which is the Diocesan Seat.  

Photos by Jean Cronen 
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Overcast skies and cool early autumn 

temperatures were the setting for the 

Seventh Annual St. Francis Cathedral 

Golf Outing on October 1st. 

 

Over one hundred golfers, some from as 

far away as Staten Island, accepted the 

challenge of the 18 hole par 72 layout 

of Metuchen Golf and Country Club. 

 

Headed by Kevin Blake, the thirteen-

person committee managed the four-

person ñscrambleò event with the win-

ning overall score going to the team of 

Steve Regan, John Gaven, Eric Welle 

and Pete Ford. 

 

Along the way John Gaven had the 

longest drive with a 299 yard launch on 

the par 5 7th hole, while Mario Man-

gone zeroed in on the pin on the 18th 

hole with closest to the pin distance of 

7 feet 8 inches. 

 

The day concluded with lunch and the presentation of awards and prizes, with all the 

eventôs proceeds benefiting St. Francis Cathedral School.  ̂

Golf Committee Headed by Kevin Blake, front row left to 

right, Kevin, John Pope, Rob Velona, Vinnie Tummarello 

and Andy McCadden. Second row John Woody, Paul Zensky, 

George Ludwig, Bill DeJianne and Paul VanBuskirk. Third 

row Chris Morrison, Kieran Esposito, Terence Meadowcroft 

and Steve Regan.                                   

 Metuchen Golf & Country Club 

Hosted the October Event 

St. Francis Cathedral School Annual Golf Outing 

Golf Outing 

Animal Blessing  Page 2 

Story and Photo By Jim Gerner 

Our Mission  
Parish Life invites our multi-

cultural Catholic community to 
encounter Christ in each other 
by sharing our diverse experi-

ences through our faith. 

View Parish Life in full color at 

our website. 
 http://www.stfranciscathedral.org/newsletter 
Click on the Parish Life page and the 

file will open. You can print to your 

printer in color or black and white.  

St. Francis  

Cathedral Parish 

celebrates the 

Feast of Saint 

Francis with the 

Annual Blessing 

of Animals.  

Deacon Guido 

Brossoni prays 

with many who 

brought their 

cherished pets to 

be blessed.   

(Jean Cronen photo) 
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Sacred space has gone 
through many changes since 
the documents on the Consti-
tution of the 
Liturgy from 
the Second 
Vatican Coun-
cil filtered 
down to the 
local parishes, 
almost fifty 
years ago.  
The Cathedral 
has been no 
exception.  
Built in 1961, 
the year 2009 
marked yet 
another update 
for the forty eight year old 
flagship church of the diocese. 

These changes are in keeping 
with the norms and directives 
from the United States confer-

ence of Catholic 
Bishops. 
 
All churches 
are the same 
yet different 
depending on 
the style of the 
building and 
liturgical fur-
nishings.  
However, the 
central focus is 
always the al-
tar and the tab-
ernacle.  The 

Cathedral embraces these two 
main liturgical pieces beneath 

a gothic arch, surrounded by 
marble walls.  Recently the no-
ble altar has been restored to 
its original look: the marble 
slab depicting a carved Lamb 

of God motif 
was returned 
to the base of 
the altar. The 
tabernacle 
itself remains 
the same but 
the new loca-
tion is central 
to the wor-
ship space. A 
niche em-
braced with a 
gothic arch 

has been carved into the center 
of the marble wall directly be-

(Continued on page 12) 

By Jane Betz C 
ATHEDRAL CHANGES:  

Beautiful photo of the Sanctuary during Christmas 2009 shows the placement of the Tabernacle now at the 

center of the Altar and the new Bishopôs chair of white marble.  Photo by Deacon Guido Brossoni  

THE NEW SETTING FOR WORSHIP  
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But, those who hope in the Lord will renew their 

strength. They will run and not grow weary, they 

will walk and not grow faint.             Isaiah 40:31 

 

It is 5:30AM at Pier 86 on the West Side of 44th 

Street in New York City. Hundreds of people are be-

ginning to arrive. No, itôs not a World Cruise gather-

ing, but an excited group of athletes getting ready to 

do the Avon Walk, a yearly benefit for Breast Cancer 

Research. Our very own Mary Jo Barnello, a parish-

ioner of  Saint Francis for almost 40 years  is return-

ing as one of the participants. Mary Jo, born and 

raised in Brooklyn NY, moved to NJ with her hus-

band Anthony in 1970 

and then to Metuchen 

in 1973.  

 As a busy and 

proud parent of Michael 

and Kevin and grand-

parent to Matthew, 

Olivia, Sophia and 

Kaien, one could ask 

Mary Jo ñHow did you 

get involved in the 

Walk?ò  She replies 

that the loss of a loved 

one, or friend, through 

breast cancer, brings the 

walkers together. 

 Mary Jo, who works for the Vicar of Education, 

at the Archdiocese of Newark, lost a dear friend and 

decided she wanted to make a difference. She also 

knows people in remission and others actively bat-

tling the disease.   She  combined her desire to raise 

money to make Breast Cancer  history with her love 

for walking. She joined the Walk in 2008 and again 

in 2009, and has already signed up for 2010. Her hus-

band got involved as a volunteer this year, helping 

with registrations and the closing ceremony. 

 While training, Mary Jo says she can observe 

changes in the ground as the weather warms, and can 

By Eileen Swan 

watch the sprouting grass and  flowers coming alive 

in the Spring, which reminds her of whatôs possible 

even when things look bleak. Always smiling and 

never at a loss for words, she speaks to everyone 

who will listen about the Walk and is always over-

whelmed by the 

number of people 

who want to help. 

Total strangers have 

gotten involved. 

When you sign up 

to give a donation 

for the Walk, Mary 

Jo, through the wiz-

ardry of technology, 

knows youôre on 

her team and con-

stantly sends up-

dates as to how her 

training is coming 

along. 

 While Walks are held around the United States, 

New Yorkôs Walk has the largest participation, some 

4,000.  Every age group is represented and walkers 

come from everywhere with their stories which are 

both different yet similar. Thereôs even a Youth 

Crew of about  20 very impressive youngsters 

between the ages of 9 and 15 who volunteer and 

also want the disease wiped out. For miles you 

can see PINK.  Mary Jo wears a special pink 

ñheart necklaceò that has names people have 

given her; names of those she is remembering 

and honoring. 

According to 

Mary Jo, from 

the time you 

sign up, the 

entire Walk 

process is un-

b e l i e v a b l e . 

Soon everyone 

is assigned a 

Walker Buddy, 

to help in any 

way as well as 

being connected to a special e-mail list participants  

use to communicate and share information. This tool 

helps them to ask and answer questions. During the 

time of preparation there are also local meetings and 

training walks. When the day arrives you are ready. 

 On Saturday following the 13.1 mile walk, Eve-

ryone is (still) smiling (foot massageðend of day 1). 

Some walkers stayed in hotels, but Mary Jo opted 

(Continued on page 9) 

Big Hearts Yield Big Hearts Yield 

Big EffortsBig Efforts  

Mary Jo and Anthony  recently  

volunteered at St. Francis Cathe-

dral, helping to coordinate the 

Bread and Soup Supper.  

Crowds of walkers await the start of the Race. 

Photos Provided by Barnellos 
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S t. Francis Cathedral School Kindergarten 

Teacher, Mrs. Diane Curbelo offered an idea 

to her young class for the Advent season. Instead of us-

ing their goody bag money, usually set aside for a class-

room party during Christmas, the money they collected 

could be used to 

give a gift to the 

children at St. 

Judeôs Research 

Hospital for Chil-

dren. At the time 

the classmates 

had been aware of 

commercials on 

TV about children 

with cancer and they cheerfully embraced the idea. The 

parents helped their children to raise over $420 and sent 

this generous gift to the children being treated at the 

famous Texas facility.  
 
In response, each child received a Christmas ornament 

from St. Judeôs and a thank you note from one of the 

young patients. It was a very special Christmas project 

and each kindergartener learned a valuable lesson in 

helping others.  
 
They celebrated their effort when their parents came to 

visit the school during Catholic Schools Week.  ̂

children 
Learn  
to Give  

By Dorothy Heyden   
Photos Kate Reilly Lund 



Christmas 2009 CelebrationsChristmas 2009 CelebrationsChristmas 2009 Celebrations   



Around the Around the Around the 
ParishParishParish   

Fr. Andrew 

Apostoli of the 

Franciscan Friars 

of the Renewal 

conducted Parish 

Mission Dec. 

2009 

Mass for Racial Equality in January 

featured St. Francis Xavier Choir from 

Baltimore MD and Guest Bishop Martin 

Holley of Archdiocese of Washington 

Photography by Jean Cronen 

Priest Appreciation Dinner served by Youth 

Group facilitated by Youth Coordinator, Sr. 

Maria Lan Nguyen to the right. Fr. Gloss, 

Msgr. Behl, Msgr. Zamorski, Fr. Paratore and 

Fr. Kim pictured below.  

Metuchen Diocese Bishop Emeritus 

Edward T. Hughes concelebrates Mass 

with Bishop Martin Holley, Wash DC 
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Name: Tom  and Janine Sharlow 

Age: both 46 

Children: In photo: Colleen, 10; Liz, 

16; Maureen, 19. Not pictured: Marie, 

21; Laura, 18 

Town: Edison   

Number years at St. Francis: 46 

Church activities: CYO for the chil-

dren 

Mass you usually attend: 5 PM 

Where do you sit:  Back right 

Favorite Christmas tradition: At-

tending 5 p.m. mass and then having 

the ñseven fishesò Christmas Eve din-

ner at Grammyôs 

Name: Michael and Jean Serrano 

Age: Both 30 

Family: Married one year 

Town: Edison 

Number years at St. Francis: 6 

Church activities: Eucharistic Adoration 

Mass you usually attend: Noon 

Where do you sit: Right side, closer to the front 

Favorite Christmas tradition: Each year, they get an orna-

ment that represents an event from that year. They started the 

tradition last year, their first Christmas as a married couple 

Name: Tom and Margie Thomas 

Age: Tom, 50. Margie, 47. 

Children: Bridget, 15; Brian, 13 

Town: Edison 

Number years at St. Francis: 15  

Church activities: Tom: Choir, Cantor, leads 

Menôs Group. Children: Youth 

Choir 

Mass you usually attend: 10:30 

AM 

Where do you sit: Left side, near 

the front 

Favorite Christmas tradition: 

Make a Jesus birthday cake and 

sing Happy Birthday 

Name:  

Antony and 

Mary 

Varghese 

Age: An-

tony, 56. 

Mary, 52. 

Town: Fords 

Children: Jeff, 25 

Number years at St. Francis: 5 

Mass you usually attend: 9 AM 

Where do you sit: Right side, 5th or 6th row, near center aisle 

Favorite Christmas tradition: Attending Midnight Mass and enjoying 

the singing. ñItôs the real Catholic faith. We donôt miss it,ò said Antony 

Name: Joe and Jeanne Boyle    

Age: Joe, 79. Jeanne, 76. 

Children: Married 51 years. Children: 

JoAnne, 49; Craig, 47; Marie, 43. Five grand-

children and two step-grandchildren 

Town: Edison 

Number years at St. Francis: 45 

Church activities: Jeanne-Active with Social 

Concerns and Past President of HSA; Joe-

Past participant of Eucharistic Adoration 

Mass you usually attend: 7:30 AM 

Where do you sit: Left side, center of pew, 

halfway back 

Favorite Christmas memory: Joe joked 

about his children giving him a Bassett 

Hound, Tootsie, unexpectedly. ñOne year, I 

got a lousy gift. They gave me a dog. Itôs the 

gift that keeps giving, if you know what I 

mean.ò Jeanne: ñEleven years later, we love 

her. We wouldnôt know what to do without 

herò 

 

Name: Jay and Janine Oyler  

Age: Jay, 57; Janine, 46 

Children: Jenna, 15 

Town: Metuchen  

Number years at St. Francis: 15 

Church activities: Jay and Janineð

Eucharistic ministers; JayðEucharistic 

Adoration; Jennaðaltar server and 

CYO basketball 

Mass attended: 7 PM, but it varies 

sometimes. 

Where do you sit: front right, ñas 

close as we can be to the frontò 

Favorite Christmas tradition: Being 

with family, especially Christmas Eve 

Dinner at Janineôs fatherôs home 

where he serves his famous home-

made pizza. ñNo one likes to miss 

that,ò Jay said about the pizza 

Spotted in the Pews 
By Sharon Waters  

SFCõs Roving Reporterñfound at the Cathedral 
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F ellowship, Faith, Family and 
Friends bring several St. Fran-

cis Cathedral men together every other 
Tuesday evening, for a few hours in the 
Parish Center Solarium. The purpose of 
the group is to provide an outlet for fel-
lowship and sharing among the men of 

the parish. 
 
The St. Francis Menôs Group was 
formed back in 1999 under the direction 
of Msgr. Richard A. Behl, Rector at the 
time. Since then it has slowly grown to 
about forty-five men. While some 
members have relocated to far away 
places the continuing fellowship binds 
the group together with regular corre-
spondence, prayers and good wishes.  

Recently, the group has expanded 
its outreach through the use of 
internet technology by establishing 
a Facebook site ï SFC.Mensgroup. 
 
Meeting attendance varies from a 
few enthusiastic men to a larger 
gathering enjoying spirited conver-
sation and prayer continuing well 
beyond the normal hour or two. A 
variety of topics include discus-
sions of the Scriptures for the up-
coming weekend, presentations 
from lay and ordained speakers, 
video presentations and informal 
discussion about being Catholic 
men in todayôs world.  A few times 
a year the group departs from its 
regular format to schedule a social 
event, either at a nearby restaurant 
or at a memberôs home, including 
wives and families and the St. 
Francis Cathedral Momsô Group. 
 

Tom Thomas, the leader of the group, 
says that ñMembership in the group is 
duty freeò in that no fees are collected.  
Members of all ages are welcome. 
 
The highlight of the year is a Retreat at 
the Mount Manresa Jesuit Retreat 
House in Staten Island, NY.  This past 
September was the 5th time in the past 
6 years that several members made a 
retreat at Manresa. ̂ 

 

Pier 86 with the sight of the crowds cheering and 

waiting at the finish line is amazing. It blows you away. 

Mary Jo says it so well, describing Cancer as an ugly 

disease which can show you the beauty that sur-

rounds you. So many people are 

pulling together in this fight. We all 

know itôs not just about the pink rib-

bons-itôs about finding a cure and 

until that happens, bringing relief to 

those who are now facing breast 

cancer. This year brought a special 

surprise for Mary Jo at the finish 

line. Her friends and  family were 

there, but all Mary Jo could see was 

the BIG SIGN made by  two of her 

grandchildren. The Monday after the 

Walk is always a day of rest and 

soaking. Mary Jo knows whatever  

discomfort she may feel is only  

temporary. Now, back at home, with 

her family, she feels very grateful and already is 

looking forward to next year.  ̂ 

for the tent experience on Randallôs Island.  For some-

one who avoids backyards, being in a tent is a unique 

experience, especially since each participant is respon-

sible for putting up and 

taking down their own 

tents ï with a little help of 

volunteers.  On Saturday 

night after dinner and a 

trailer shower, Mary Jo 

meandered into her cozy 

tent which is big enough 

for just 2 sleeping bags. 

After a sound sleep on 

Sunday she headed for 

West 44th Street at about 

6am. Everyoneôs suitcase 

goes into the Bronx and 

then downtown into 

Brooklyn while all along 

the route there are cheering stations which just seem to 

pop up when you need them the most. Before you 

know it you have walked 13.1 miles and youôre back at 

(Continued from page 4) 

Mary Jo greeted by family after the race.  

St. Francis Menôs Group from left to right standing: Paul Pessolano, Tony Camello, Bob Carr, 

Rich Tabedszki, J.P. Saggese, Eric Lignell. Front Row is Chaplain of the group Deacon Frank 

Camarrano, Tom Thomas and Tom McGuire.  

Photo and Story by Jim Gerner 
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Itôs a big commitment, the bus will leave shortly 

after 7:00 am and return to Metuchen after 11:00 

pm. Your feet will be tired and you 

might be cold or you might be wet, 

but  those who return year after 

year supporting the March for Life 

in Wash. DC  know whatever the 

weather, their hearts will be warm.  

 

It isnôt a pleasant subject to many, 

bringing attention to our countryôs 

greatest tragedy, but it is an aware-

ness of Godôs people being proactive, 

protesting peacefully and lovingly 

about Godôs power to heal and for-

give and to plead for an end to Abor-

tion. This year 250,000 from all over 

the United States partici-

pated. You feel the power of 

the people, the love that 

Christians, Jews, Muslims 

and even non-believers who value life share openly 

and boldly regardless of the opposition they en-

counter. The privilege to assemble in our Democ-

racy prevails. The music is joyous, the praying is 

loud and uninter-

rupted, the Pro-Life 

Congressmen and 

Senators make 

themselves known 

and available and 

there is no doubt in your mind that 

this is what you are called on to 

do. Cheryl and J.P. Saggese suc-

cessfully coordinated the day with 

every detail attended. 

 

When you choose to spend the day, you witness 

people of every walk in life and of every age ex-

pressing their courage and gratitude for their life.  ̂

 

 

 

  

Photos and Story 

by Kate Reilly Lund 

Oh, Man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of 
you? To act justly to love mercy and to walk humbly with 
your God.                                      Micah 6:8 
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hind the altar and is the new 
home for the tabernacle. If you 
look to the outer arch on the 
right, you will see a flickering 
sanctuary candle telling us of 
the presence of God in the 
Blessed Sacrament. One can-
not help but feel the sense of 
the sacred and be drawn into 
the holy of holies. 
 
Liturgy is one of the greatest 
gifts of Holy Mother the 
Church.  The 
people (the 
church) are 
called to partici-
pate in its many 
rhythms of joy 
filled times, tear 
filled times and 
most often, the 
ordinary times 
of sacramental 
life. In moving 
the original green marble bap-
tismal font to the entrance of 
the Cathedral, the community 
joins in this rhythm by being a 
witness with their presence and 

their prayers. The new place-
ment also serves as a symbolic 
reminder that the Sacrament of 
Baptism is the Sacrament of 
initiation into the life of the 
Church. The font has been em-
bellished with a pool for adult 
baptisms, and the design of the 

floor of the pool echoes the fa-
mous rose window above. 
 
St. Francis of Assisi, unlike 
many cathedrals, is also a par-

ish of over 4,000 families.  
Why then is it a Cathedral too? 
The answer is simply because 
it houses the chair of the 
Bishop of Metuchen (cathedra/
chair). This too has been redes-
igned. Now made of white 
marble topped with a gothic 

arch encasing 
the seal of the 
present Bishop, 
it blends in with 
all its surround-
ings by being a 
part of the flow 
of liturgy and 
celebration. 
 
The sacramental 
life of the Ca-
thedral parish of 

St. Francis of Assisi, with 
these changes, continues in an 
unbroken prayer of the faithful 
as they gather as one in the 
Lord in this beautiful sacred 
place.  ̂ 

(Continued from page 3) 

Peter Materna  
prepared this  map 
of the campus of 
our Cathedral  
Parish for your 
convenience. 
 
It is an excellent 
revision from an 
online aerial map 
and a welcome 
asset to guests 
and newcomers to 
our liturgies and 
activities. 
 
Thanks, Pete for 
your good work! 

He who has God and everything has no 
more than He who has God alone.                      
      C. S. Lewis 


